
Co-Cathedral of St. Thomas More 
Minutes of the Pastoral Council 

September 21, 2022 
 

 

Present: Father Tim Holeda, Deacon Andy, Christa Calamas, Jeanne O’Kon, Cristina Paredes, Silvia 

Alderman, Dawn Adolfson, James Smith, Paul Malley, Sue Steverson, James Ballas, Mike Collazo, 

Gerry York, Dasha Nixon, Elizabeth Peters, William Gibson.  Absent:  Brother Rahl, Sue Ebbers, 

Renee Reams. 

 

Christa Calamas opened the meeting at 7:04 p.m. 

Opening Prayer:  Deacon Andy opened the meeting with a prayer.   

 

CSU Update: Elizabeth Peters reported that CSU has been very active.  About 200 students are 

attending Spirit Night each week.  Small groups are meeting on Thursdays.  The Sunday 6:00 p.m. Mass 

is very well-attended.  A formation community is meeting every other Sunday.  The next Spirit Night on 

Tuesday, Sept. 27 at 8:15 p.m. is a Holy Hour and parishioners are invited.  The focus is on praying for 

those suffering from mental illness. A street team  of CSU students will invite people to attend.  

 

Renew and Rejoice Campaign:  Dasha reported that little has changed since the last report.  An 

updated report will be provided at the January meeting.  The Shrine to Mary has been installed in the 

church, and the St. Joseph statue will be arriving soon.  A shrine for that new statue will be installed.   

 

Administration Update:  Dasha reported that two new hospitality specialists are being hired to 

maintain the office area and provide security on Saturdays and Sundays.  Tom Wright will be starting to 

work this Sunday.  Father Tim reported that there is some kind of incident happening almost daily at the 

church; some are minor, like panhandling, and some are more major, like theft.  There are security 

cameras and Father Tim watches them frequently.  

 

Ministry Update:  Dasha reported that a new scheduling software is being incorporated for the 

Liturgical Ministries.  The software recognizes individuals by e-mail addresses and is user-friendly.  A 

promotion to sign up for ministries will take place this weekend at all Masses.  An announcement will 

appear on the parish web site. 

 Sue Steverson stated that CCW will be hosting a spaghetti dinner on Saturday, Oct. 8th for 

everyone in the parish (children and adults).  Deacon Andy reported that 19 people are in the RCIA 

class, and seminarian William Gibson is meeting with an additional five students.  About 10 in the 

RCIA class are unbaptized.   

 

Catholic Schools Update:  Trinity Catholic School:  The first big fundraiser is coming to an end this 

Friday.  The Trinity Auction is set for Feb. 4th at Mission San Luis.  An Ambassador Program has been 

set up to get more information about Trinity Catholic out into the community.  Fall sports are going 

well.  NJHS held induction today for 7th and 8th graders.   

 SJPII CHS:  The Senior Retreat will be held on Sept. 25-27 at Laguna Beach in Panama City.  

The school is 60% Catholic, and the non-Catholic students really benefit from this powerful Catholic 

retreat.  The Homecoming Football game is on Friday, Sept. 23rd.  There will be a Senior Dance on Oct. 

1st.  The theme is Miami Nights, and there have been several school activities that have fostered school 



pride and community.  The Christmas in the Country Gala and Auction will be held on Dec. 9th at 

Shiloh Farms. 

 

Rector’s Comments:  Father Tim inquired as to whether any Council members had heard comments 

from other parishioners about Father Tim’s vision for the parish.  Parishioners seem to appreciate the 

vision, and Council members discussed what they appreciate, including the silent periods during Mass.  

Father Tim has been signing letters to numerous new parishioners, and he plans to call each of them.   

 

At the previous Pastoral Council meeting, Father Tim described his vision, and since then he has 

received feedback from a large group of parishioners.  This Sunday, another meeting with some 

parishioners will be held at Winthrop Park at 4:00 p.m., and he will discern the next step.  Everyone is 

welcome to attend. Father Tim wants to create a way for everyone to be involved.  There is a need for 

young adults and graduate students to be involved so they can meet with their peers.   

 

Father Tim indicated that Nani Nixon has had difficulty getting people to volunteer to bring and serve 

the donuts on Sunday after the 10:00 Mass.  Father Tim will ask for volunteers at the 10:00 Mass this 

Sunday.  He plans to start to put together a curriculum to educate people about the Mass.  He is also 

supervising 17 seminarians.   

 

Evangelization:  Sr. Agnes Therese wants to serve poor people, but there are some risks involved.  

Father Tim suggested that the sisters and their students work at Casa Calderon.  That is a great outreach 

project; many of the residents are disabled physically or mentally.  Casa Calderon has been a STM 

parish ministry for 40 years.  HUD covers 70% of the rent charges and 30% is  paid by the residents.  

There is an audit every year to monitor the operation.   

 

Mike Collazo asked about Father Tim’s plan for periodic High Masses, and mentioned the importance of 

beginning to train altar servers for that type of mass.  He will offer a training for altar servers in 

November. 

 

Father Tim will provide Council members with the essay to read called “From Christendom to Apostolic 

Age.”   

 

Next Meeting:  October 19, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:21 p.m. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jeanne O’Kon 

Pastoral Council Secretary 

 


